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Apply the Rim

Step 1—Use clothespins to secure the outside
rim reed, right side out. to the center stake of anv
side of the basket. Begin laying the reed so that
the bottom of the rim piece covers the last row of
weaving. With clothespins, fasten the rim onto
the basket as you go (1a), placing clothespins at
every other stake. until vou return to the begin-
ning. Overlap the beginning of the reed by 2 to

3 inches (1b), and trim any excess.

Step 2—Place the inside rim on the opposite side
of the basket from the outside rim, with the wrong
side of the reed touching the inside of the basket.
Fasten this rim to the basket using clothespins, and
overlap it 2 to 3 inches as you did the outside rim.
Trim any excess.

Step 3—Place the #3 round reed in the groove
between the rims, overlapping the ends about
/2 inch. The reed should be flush with the rims.
Trim any excess.

Lashing

Step 1—Hide the beginning lasher. Slip about 6 inches
of the lasher, wrong side out, up between the inside rim
and the inside wall of the basket, under the rim filler,
and down between the outside basket wall and the
outside rim.

—— Step 2—Bring the end of the lasher

between two stakes, under the last
Be careful not to row of weaving, to the inside of the
basket, completing a loop around the
last row of hidden weaving.

begin on a corner

or anywhere that Step 3—Again draw the tail of

the rim or rim the lasher up between the inside

rim and the inside basket wall,

over the top of the last row,

or overlapped. under the rim filler, and down
between the basket wall and the

—— OUtside rim. The tail will be on
the front side of the basket. Do
not cut the tail at this time.

filler is spliced
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1/2-inch flat reed

1/2-inch flat reed

1/4-inch flat reed

Twining  Cut one 180-inch length of
twining from #3 round reed

Spokes Cut eight 18-inch spokes from Basket Dimensions

Base: 5 inches
Height: 41/2 inches

Circumference:

Weavers Gather enough lengths of a-inch approximately 16 inches
flat reed to make 37 feet.

Materials Needed

— About 20 feet of
1/2-inch flat reed

Rims Cut two 20-inch rims from

Rim filler Cut one 20-inch rim filler from #3 71 About 20 feet of #3
round reed round reed
Lasher Cut one 60-inch lasher from 1 About 42 feet of

1/4a-inch flat reed

Weave the Base

Step 1—Soak the spokes and the 160 inches of #3 round reed in water for three
to five minutes. Remove the spokes from the water, and blot each with a towel.

Step 2—With a pencil, lightly mark the center of all eight spokes on the wrong
side of the reed. On four of the spokes, also mark 1 !/2 inches away from each side

of the center mark.

>
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Step 3—Lay the four spokes with

the 1 '/:x-inch marks across each other,
matching the center marks, so they
resemble the spokes in a wheel.

Step 4—Find the center of the #3 round
reed and crimp the reed at this midpoint
with needlenose pliers. Fold the reed at

the crimp. Loop the fold around the first
half-inch spoke that you laid down on vour
working surface. Place the loop directly

on top of the pencil mark so that half the
weaver Is on top of the spoke and the other
half is under the spoke. Both ends should
be on the inside of the basket. To twine
correctly yvou must keep all weaving material
on top of the spokes.
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Weaving the Sides

Continuous weaving requires an odd number of
spokes, so vou must split one down the middle te
create two spokes hefore vou can begin weaving.
Step 1—Choo=e one spoke and tse seissors 1o cut

it inta nwo spokes gl the wan dosvn o the twn

Step 2—Remove & long plece of - s-inch flat reed

weaver will be on the outside o1 the basher when
vou gently pull the weaver to the nont ot he
basket. Begin weaving over and u
around the basket. When voi come 0 the spln
spake, treat it as two ndivid al spokes. If vou
have woven correctlv vou w ll be able to continue
weaving around the basket
Seme——cithout Pterrupting the weave.

Step 4—Weave 18§ rows,
adding a new length of weaver
always pack each  as you run out. Make sure the
right side of the reed is on the
outside of the basket and that
the previous row,  you overiap four spokes when
carefully monitor vou add “he new weaver, Emw
down each row snugly against
the spacing the previous row. About every

Remember to

row snugly against

Adding a new weaver

between each .
Be careful not to put too much tension on the weaver,

spoke, and as that will cause the basket to get narrower as you
keep the spokes approach the top. Measure the basket as you go to
make sure that the cylinder shape remains the same
size from bottom to top. If the circumference of the
materials damp. basket is larger than 16 inches, the rims will not fit.

If it gets smaller, there will not be enough space
——— between spokes to lash the rim.

and weaving

24 BASKETRY
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Apply the Rim

Step 1—Use clothespins
to fasten the outside rim
to begin where reed, right side out, to a
spoke. Begin laying the
reed so that the bottom of
filler is spliced the rim piece covers the
last row of weaving. Use
clothespins along the rim
as you go, placing one at
every other spoke. When
you return to the begin-
ning, overlap 2 to 3 inches
of reed and trim any excess.

Be careful not

the rim or rim

or overlapped.

Step 2—Place the inside rim on the opposite
side of the basket from the vutside rim, with
the wrong side of the reed touching the inside
of the basket. Fasten this rim to the basket
using clothespins. Trim any excess.

Step 3—Place the #3 round reed in the
groove between the rims, overlapping the
ends about '/4 inch. Trim any excess.

Lashing

Step 1—Hide the beginning lasher. Slip

about 6 inches of the lasher, wrong side out, up between the inside rim and the
inside wall of the basket, under the rim tiller and down between the outside basket
wall and the outside rim.

Step 2—Bring the end of the lasher between two spokes, under the last row
of weaving, to the inside of the basket, completing a loop around the last row
of weaving.

Step 3—Again draw the tail of the lasher up between the inside rim and the inside
basket wall, over the top ot the last row, under the rim filler. and down between
the basket wall and the outside rim. The tail will be on the front side of the basket.
Do not cut the tail at this time.

If you have hidden the lasher correctly, the right side of the lasher will lay
over the top of the rims as vou lash.

26 BASKETRY
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the same length of reed as vou change direction on the

frame. When vou complete this step, the weaver will be
going from right to left. Rotate the frame 180 degrees so
that the weaver goes from lett to right.

Step 2—Soak several long pieces of reed
in water.

Step 3—\With the long end of the frame
facing vou and the smooth side of the reed
facing up, use a cable tic or masking tape
to secure a fong piece ot reed to the inside.
tront left corner of the frame.

Step 4— \Wrap the reed around

raps, Keen

ng as vau

8-

loose: the wraps will
weave the seat.

ten up as vou

Step 5—'Vhen vou b the lastwrap.,
bring the weaver over the back
arou side or the teg, and over the
side rail toward
the 1op of the

frame. This will
alfow vou to

continue using

During the wrapping process, you
might need to add another long weaver.
Do this by overlapping the ends of the
old and new weavers about 3 inches
and stapling them together two or three
times, with the staple points facing

the inside of the seat. Note: Overlap
and staple the two pieces of reed near the center of the seat on the
underneath side. This will make it easier to hide the staples when you
do the finish work on the seat. Be careful when adding a new weaver
to keep the smooth side of the reed toward the outside of the seat.
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— Step 2—Begin row 2

by weaving over one,
Always add a new  then repeat an under
two, over two pattern
until you complete
weave inthe cen-  (his row on the front
ter of the bottom  side. Turn the frame
over, wrap the weaver
around the side of
overlapping three  the frame, and weave
row 2 again on the
backside. Turn the
Thereisnoneed  frame back over and
begin row 3.

weaver to the twill

side of the seat by

or four stakes.

to staple the ends.
Step 3—Begin row 3
by weaving under
two, then repeat an
over two, under two pattern until you
complete this row on the front side.
Turn the frame over, wrap the weaver
around the side of the frame, and weave
row 3 again on the backside. Turn the
frame back over and begin row 4.

Step 4—Begin row 4 by weaving under
one, then repeat an over two. under two
pattern until you complete this row on
the front side. Turn the frame over, wrap
the weaver around the side of the frame,
and weave row 4 again on the backside.
Turn the frame back over, and you will
be ready to begin row 1 again.

Step 5—Repeat rows 1, 2, 3, and 4 as
in steps 1 through 4 above. Then repeat
rows 1, 2, 3, and 4 again.

Step 6—Repeat rows 1. 2, and 3. These
last three rows of twill weave will be
difficult to weave because the weaving
in the seat begins to tighten up. You
may have to use your needle nose pliers
to pinch the end of the reed and gently
pull it through the reeds.

30 BASKETRY
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American
Indian Basketry

American Indians have used woven objects in countless ways.
Their beds, thatched roofs, floor mats, sandals, insulated

boots, baby carriers, boat bailers, berry baskets, rain hats, and

backpacks were all fashioned from plants, grasses, and
tree bark. Baskets could even be used for cooking

over hot stones. Strong and lightweight, baskets
could be shaped to fit the user’s needs. Basketry
entered the home, furniture, clothing, armor,
religion, and eventually the trade economy of
American Indian peoples.

While baskets provided many common
uses among American Indian peoples, many
tribes found basketry to be a ready solution to

problems that were unique to their territory. The
following examples illustrate how the American

Indian influence on basket making varied across
North America.

Plateau Indians. The Nez Perce tribe is remembered for
exquisite basketry that features bright geometric designs.
Nez Perce women wore basketwork hats woven from
plant fibers. The Wasco and Wishram tribes ot Oregon
developed an unusual “X-ray” style for basketry designs.

The skeletons of the artists” subjects could be seen in designs
portraving animals and humans, as though the artists had
looked through the flesh.

todav’s flip-flops.

Pueblo. In a.p. 400, the Pueblo peoples of the Southwest
used prairie grasses to weave sandals that Jooked similar to

Navajo. The Navajo learned many of their basketry skills
from the Pueblos. They made ceremonial trays and other
BASKETRY
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Other Tribes. Members of nomadic tribes such as the

Ute and Apache created watertight, lightweight baskets

for traveling. Shoshone and Athabaskan people made

canteens, pitchers, and small water storage tamnks
from coiled or twined weaves sealed with pine tar
or asphaltum.

— _ Respect for Mother Earth

American Indians share a deep and abiding
respect for the land and have practiced con-
servation techniques for thousands of years.
For example, the Eastern Cherokee people of
North Carolina, Tennessee, and northern Georgia
. . never took the first plant they saw. Cherokee
Mw_wnw_mopmwﬂwm: weavers searched until they discovered an area
was used for where plants grew plentifully. Then they wouid
storing food. carefully cut just a portion of each plant they
harvested so that the grasses, vines, and trees
would regenerate from year to year. They took
only what they needed, then returned any leftover
natural materials to the Appalachian Mountains,
scattering them with thanks and gratitude to the
Great Spirit for the Earth’'s abundance. This
respect and stewardship for all living things is
still a fundamental principle underlying the lives
of all native peoples.

Emergency Baskets

Makeshit emergency baskets are some of the most fascinating
woven crafts of all native peoples. These were made quickly
and could be used to catch rainwater, bail out a leakv boat,
transport goods to market. or carry all sorts of things—from
live animals to yams.

For example, in central Africa, a potter could cut long
palm leaves to weave a crude basket that was shaped and
sized 10 ‘it his load on the way to market. The people of the
Nicobar ‘slands near India wrapped palm leaves to create
buckets, using vines to support the leaf bottom and hold the
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Basketry Terms

The following terms will be a useful reference as you complete your
basketry projects.*

base. The bottom of a basket; woven mat.
cane. The material harvested from the inner bark of a tropical vine called rattan.

coiling. A weaving technique using a rigid core that is wrapped and stitched with
a softer, more flexible material. Rows of the wrapped core are stacked and sewn
together rather than woven.

continuous weave. Weaving done continuously over an odd number of stakes.
It is not done one row at a time, but rather continuously from beginning to end,
adding weavers periodically.

cut and tuck. When the basket is woven, the outside stakes are bent over the last
row of weaving and tucked into the weaving on the inside of the basket; also
called down staking. The inside stakes are cut off even with the top edge of the
last row of weaving.

lasher. A piece of reed that secures the rim pieces; also referred to as lashing.
lashing. The act of wrapping all the rim pieces to the basket.

losing a lasher. Hiding the end of the reed within the rim or weaving.
packing. Pushing down eaca row snugly beside the previous woven row.

pairing. A method of weaving (usually with round reed) using two weavers
alternately in a twisting pattern in front of one spoke and behind one spoke;
also called rwining.

plaited. Woven.

plaiting. A weaving techniq.e in which flat strips pass over and under each other
at right angles.

plain weave. A simple ovei-one, under-one weave. Plain weave Is sometimes
referred to as over-under weave and is generally known as basketweave.

*The~e terms are used with permis- on of Ste
Book ™ by Lyn Siler. 21988 bv Lvn = ler and Carolvn Kemp. a Ste

c.. New York, N\Y., from "The Basket
g, Lark book.
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Basketry Resources

Books

Barratt, Olivia Elton. Basketiaking.
Henry Holt, 1993,

Crook, Georgia. Basketrnaking.
Crowood, 2000.

Doney, Meryl. Baskets.
Franklin Watts, 1997,

Hoppe, Flo. Contemporary Wicker
Baskets. Sterling Publications, 1996.

LaFerla, Jane. Making the New Baskets:

Alternative Materials, Simple
Techniques. Lark Books, 1999.

Peabody, Sarah, and William A.
Turnbaugh. Indian Baskets.
Schiffer Publishing, 1986.

Siler, Lyn. The Basket Book.
Sterling Publications, 1988.

Yamane, Linda. Weaving a
California Tradition: A Native
American Basketmaker.
Lerner Publications, 1997.
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Organizations and Web Sites
Association of Michigan Basketmakers
1258 South Drive

Mount Pleasant, M1 48858

Web site: http://wunw,
michiganbasketmakers.com

BasketMakers
Web site: http://basketmakers.org

Basketry: The Oldest Craft
Web site: http://unww. fotksonline.com/
folks/hh/towurs/1999/basketry. htm

Indiana Basketmakers Association
1405 Hargis Creek Trail

Austin, TX 78717

National Basketry Qrganization
Web site:
http://www.nationalbasketry.org
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