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Implied powers
are rights that are
assumed but not
explicitly listed in
or granted under

the Constitution.

e Recommend necessary bills,

e Call either or both chambers of Congress into special
sesgion, if necessary.

e Act as host to ambassadors and representatives of other
nations.

The president also has anplicd powers, including the
right to seck opinions of official advisers. The executive
departments have developed, by custom and tradition, into
an infermal advisory body called rhe Cabinet, with each
departiient headed by a secretary rexcept the Departinent
Justice, which is headed by the attorney generaly. Todav,
there ae 15 executive departments.

The exccutive branch includes independent agencics,
regulatory conunissions. and other ces within the Executive
Oftice—including the National Sceurine Council. the Council of

SA, and the Office of AManagemoent

liconon

s Advisors,
and Budget.

State 1789
Treasury 1789
Defense 1789
Justice 1789
Interior 1849
Agriculture 1889
Commerce 1903
Labor 1913
Health and Human Services 1953
Housing and Urban Development 1965
Transportation 1966
Energy 1977
Education 1979
Veterans Affairs 1988
Homeland Security 2002
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Before 1891,
people named
these courts the
circuit courts of
appeals because
the Supreme
Court justices
“rode circuit”
(traveled around
the judicial
district) to hear
appeals from the
lower courts.
Today, the courts
of appeals are
often still called

the circuit courts.

Supreme Court

The highest level of the federal court system is the Supreme
Court. This court is composed of the chief justice of the United
States and eight associate justices, all appointed by the presi-
dent, with the consent of the Senate, to preside for life. Because
the justices do not have to worry about being re-elected, they
are free to consider the law without the pressures of executive
control, public opinion, and political influence.

The Supreme Court hears three kinds of cases:

1. Cases in which the court has original jurisdiction, or that
involve a representative of another nation or a state as one
of the parties

2. Cases appealed from lower federal courts

3. Cases appealed from the highest appeals court in a state

Most federal and state courts in the United States
may exercise judicial review, which is the important
power of deciding the constitutionality of an act of
government in any branch. The Supreme Court has
the final authority to interpret the meaning of the
Constitution and determine if the law is being
applied correctly and fairly. For that reason, the
Supreme Court is known as “the court of last resort”

Special Courts

Over the years, Congress has created two types of federal
courts: constitutional and special courts. Constitutional courts
include the courts described above as well as the U.S. Court of
Internat.onal Trade. Special courts—often called legislative
courts because Congress created them to help carry out legisla-
tive power—hear a narrow range of cases. These courts
include the U.S. Court of Military Appeals; the U.S. Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims; the U.S. Court of Federal Claims;
the U.S. Tax Court; territorial courts for the Virgin Islands,
Guam, and the Northern Marianas; and the courts of the
District >f Columbia.

30 CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION



LE NOILYN JHLNI dIHSN3ZLLID

MOA 1asaIdar 01 Watl IEA NOA MOL| SR PaLIA[o

1008 ([) pUp fS8AI5U00) A POIAPISUO) BUlaq 210 S|j1q WU
wya 01 uongape aed ssuuealy drgnd pualle fSaumni ue aalos
D10 ISIBLIN0A os1axe 01 st adpaed o3 Avay 1soq oy
LOICpIIURD) 10} usiedurrd 1o adrjo dpgnd dof und S0yl i
WL DB O J0] A0 MIoM SURTIAL o suonipy uonisoddo
uca pue juowageurty ol poddns worp oSuvs yauciq yord
iwnuoddo oy, suonode juatinnaAos uo

HAY PAJOALIT T8 0) 891
TUILIISAL 10 DAY dANDIIS 1S0W otf1 opraoad suazni aanay

sbopyolepp pue siauped :ajdoad ayy

MB| 8} N0 SBlIB)
youelg daAN29xg

L1 e

‘sjuswiuiodde
|enuapisaid
pue saneal}
saaoidde aleuag
ay] uswiyoradull
yBnouy wepisaid
8y} eAowIa) UBD

*810A Ajuofew €/, B aidoad sy
YlA OJ9A B 3PLIBAO ol leadde ‘FeUOlNIISUOOUN
Aew ‘swesboid pue pue ‘ucielsiBaj aq 0} suonoe
SME( 1IN0 ALIED 0} pusuiodal 'sabpnl jeiopay BAIINDaXS aIB|0ap
spuny sejeudosdde "SUOISSes [evads layio pue Aew spnoo
‘swreibosd 1€ ‘uonesiBa saonsn( N0y “|0IJUOD BANNDDXS
pue sepusbe 019A UBD awaidng woJy aal}
$61e8I0 ‘sme| Juapisald siwodde gy 10} pajuiodde
sexyew ssalbuo) ay) juapisaid aJe sabpnp
‘[euonnjsuodun
el o:ﬂwﬂxh_\m‘ aq 01 ssaibuo)) jo sioe
aape;sibe] 8UB[09p UBD SHN0D me| o)
SEIE]
yosuelg
‘sefipnf jo sjusuguiodde Aue s108fe) 10 sercidde jeisipne

ayueg ay) uewyoesdwi ybnosy) sabpnl srowsal
UED pue SHACO 18M0| SBjeaId ssalbuo)

saouejeg pue s¥oay) -







cc NOLLYN 3HLNI dIHSN3IZILID

Q1 oy up aaed o ar padojosop

3% OF L01 deaod ur pourvwal pue suragudoy

o
-
=z

N QWL S iopa]-nuy o1 diys
sadd WIT-0A £ UOSIOoy SLWe ] 1apu;y

0Nl Ay parvaddesip pue tasod w pouaop
{ pocuiwoeu
pre sorred eannod ouredaq sdnors o aso f9es | Ag
TUONTIISUTO )
AT {0 UONTINIAIOUTL 1IHIIS U 10AL] SISHTIOPAL-TUY a1 apLul
SIULCsotoqry enparpur put sopdpurnd ueagndar aonsap
PINOY MUIWISAOE [PIUAY SUONS © POIULAY OUM SISITUIOPa]
AUI 1PL) POLLIOA SISTCIOPI-DIUY O [, "SOAISWOUY WIAOS
O] POISILIT Oy PIN0Y A1) paeanpd ataay ojdoad [ ey wsnow
AL rsan ay ul ojdoad Sunyloa pur o8ealdr a1 i
SIOULI —Ue L Uowwos o) parioddns sisieiopag-nuy oy 1,
Jomod yanu afpuey o3 padudN[iuL AISta 00)
atoa opdood Areurplo 1YL pue "010a proys sioumo Aladord
IO POADY SISTLIDPA SISO [PIIDUIIOD Hoy) djowoid
01 UoISUO) o) jo uenriondiaiur prolg v pur ure)Lg jrain
s digsuone(od o050 v paloary Aot staumo uogeiuvd you
PUE USUSSAUTISNY *SIUEPY ‘SIULYLOW [0 S]SSIIUT O] POIUASAI
~dar wiog-[em pue Yo oy jo aued oy parapIsuod sisiriopa
AL “uoneayned si 100 sduwred ojur npds woos ajdooad o1y 1ng

SUQ)ILIAY SPAY LOLIISUOD o) Uoym Palsixa sotlaed jeaied oN

salued [ea131]od uesuawy jo Al0IsIH

96LL ‘ssaippe
[lamale)

s,u03BUIYSBAN WOPAJ YSHOGT OS]0 PIOA SUOLIC]
AU USToGe o1 Sl 1y sty a4 ng suonanf sdnodd aso

PO UOSIPLIA SAWULE ~IUNWWOD 10310 a) JO 1831311
Lees ey Ut AL DA SISO MOLILU UMO 11041 d1owtodd o1 pajiun oym
a1doad jo sdnold parsnns i Lonnnsue) ayl o SIS a1,

abloag wol4—

saned jo 1abuep

e S1saIalUu] [erdadg
pue ‘s1a1urdg ‘sanie]



In the presidential election of
1796, the Federalists backed
Vice President John Adams

Quincy Adams broke away to form the

CSMMWQM% Partners National Republican Party. When Andrew

‘Z%::_.,::mg:z,,/;r::,f,.:_,/,,/:E::.::.,,,
took the name Democratic-Republicans,
Jackson won, he changed the party

me to Democrats. In 1834, the National

for president and the Anti- Republican Party united with other anti-

Federalists backed Thomas Jackson forees and fonmed the Whig Party.

Jefferson. Adams beat The ssue of slaver tthe Wiig

Jefferson by three electoral Party in the 1850s and Iragniented the
Those Whigs w

34

votes, so Jefferson became Democratic Par
the vice president. Imagine tvared slaveny
having an elected president
and vice president from dif-
ferent parties serving together
in the executive branch!

tthe pary

. joi
ose Wh

pro-slavery Denmocrats, tgs who
osed it sided with
Democrats and created the Republican
Party that we tecognize odav, W
Abr m Lincoln was elected in 1860 as
the Republican president, he ended
the long era of Democratic control,
The Democratic Party survived i the south but was

cripplec by the Civd War. The parey stow v built up
ot vaters while the Repubticans dominated national politics

s hase

tor almest 75 vears,

10 1932 clection marked a big change in the pu
attitude about the role of government. During the Great
Depression, which began in 1929, the unemplovment rate was
high—233 percent. People wanted the government to help them
find job: and take care of their tamilies. When Franklin Delano
Rooscvedt's victory brought the Democrats back to power, |
New Daal programs put Americans to work and expanded the
social a1d economic responsibilities of the national govern-
ment. 1 the next 36 vears, Republicans criticized the

for their "big government”

Democtits from the sidelines
and Thureaucraey.”

Sice the late 1900s, conuol oi the national government
has bea ed. 10 one party had the White House, the other
“hedd the majority of sea

1 Congress,
¢

Foundii 2 Fathers did not foresee the
they craated a government that separated the powers of pol

parties -nd a svstem of checks and balanees.
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“No party can fool
all of the people
all of the time.
That’s why we
have two parties.”
—Bob Hope
{1903-2003),
comedian who
entertained 12
presidents during

his lifetime

election, former President Theodore Roosevelt broke away
from the Republican Party to run for president on his own
“Bull Moose” Progressive Party ballot. Roosevelt’s move split
the Republican vote, allowing Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat,
to win the presidency.

A strong third-party candidate can have a great impact
on an election. In 2000, Ralph Nader ran for president
as the Green Party candidate against Republican
George W. Bush and Democrat Al Gore. Nader
received 3 percent of the popular vote but received no
electoral votes. Gore won the popular vote, but Bush
collected the most Electoral College votes and became
president. Having a third-party candidate made this an
extraordinarily close election.

Unlike the two major political parties, minor parties
are willing to take a stand on controversial issues. They draw
the public’s attention to problems that the major parties might
try to avoid. As often happens, the two major parties steal
the positions of minor parties on those issues that stir the
public’s interest.

Minor parties serve important functions in the political
system, but the Republican Party is the only party in American
political history to rise from being a third party to becoming a
major pelitical party.

Special-Interest Groups

People who share an interest often band together. Special-interest
groups form around a cause or an issue to help shape public
policy. These groups try to persuade elected officials to respond
to their particular concerns and to pass legislation that will
promote their causcs.

Unlike political parties, special-interest groups do not
nominate candidates for public office. They are private organi-
zations—only accountable to their members—that focus on
issues, not people. In fact, they are concerned with only those
issues and policies that directly affect the interests of the group
members. The groups may, however. support candidates who
support :heir positions.
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The public agenda
is the list of

those issues that
elected officials
and citizens
agree need
governmental

attention.

Even though requirement 3 asks vou to track the evening
news on television OR read a daily newspaper, try to compare
on one dav how a specitic national issue is covered on television
and in the newspaper. You will probablv discover that television
touches lightlv on the topic and presents briet bits of informa-
ton. In g newspaper, reporters—Iike their readers—have more
opportity to explore the issue in detail.

Fact or Opinion?

Learn how to recognize propaganda so that you do
not accept biased information as fact. Political parties
and special-interest groups want to persuade you to
agree with them. Read newspaper editorials to figure
out what issues and candidates the paper supports.
Think about whether the news report presents a one-
sided or balanced view. Are conclusions supported
by concrete information, or are opinions based on
selected facts?

Speeches of National Historical Importance

ors ¢can mark

Great feaders, great orators, and great speechw
the importance ot a historical moment so that it is fixed in our
memories. Certain speeches express the conscience and spirit
of a peeple. Others warn about appression (domination).
memorialize fallen soldiers, or uplift a discouraged nation.

These speeches urge citizens to take action, inspire, and redi-
rect histon
Throughout this n ge pamphlet, vou have read
dquotes rrom famous speeches. Consider reading those speeches

in their entirety. Or choose another speech such as:

e Martun Luther King Ir/s 1 Have a Dream™ speech in which

for an end to segregation and racial discrimination

e Lranklin Delano Roosevelt's speech one dav atter the
bombing of Pearl Harbor, asking Congress to declare war
on Jepan

e Rona.d Reagan's “lear Down This Wall ™ speech that
challenged Communist leaders to end the Cold War and
peace between West and East Germany

lost
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What’s the Difference?

National Historic Landmark—a particular site, structure, or object of
national importance (Viethnam Veterans Memorial)

National Monument—an area preserved for its historic, prehistoric,
or scientific interest that includes at least one resource of national
importance (Fort Sumter National Monument)

National Historic Site—a place of national historical significance,
usually with a single primary feature (Ford’s Theatre)

National Historical Park—a larger, more complex area than a National
Historic Site, it includes several areas and features of national historical
importance {Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia)

Beltore vou head for one of the National Historic Landmarks
or National Monuments, call to find out il visitors are allowed.
Schedules for tours vary and are alwavs subiect to change.

Government Facilities

Public baildings include a varietv of governnmient facilities such
as the Jehnson space Center, Federal Reserve banks, the
Library

oulive
ma smacll town, vou probably can find a tederal tacility, such

[ Congress, and federal courthouses. Even i

as a postotfice, that serves the focal commu
Whon vou VIsit a teg

tacility, vou see vour government
how the activine in that building,

by

K abou
or on et sie affects

Preservation

Amcerica citizens have a d

o the people who came betore
us, and snobligation w the generations 1o jollow. National

landmars
Many are
what
You ¢¢

monuments are places to experience historv.

ndangered. but they desenve to be preserved

FOPReSCNE as part of Ametica’s hisiory and ¢

ielp preserve these places by

ing a tocal o1 nadonal
historic areservation organizaton and by volunteering to work
at one o the historic landmarks,
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Resources

Scouting Literature

American bBusmess, American Crduares,
American Herltage, Caizenishey an the
Commanity, Citicenshup in e World,
and Law merit badge pamphlets

Books

Biornlund. Lyvdia, The ULS. constuttion:
Blueprt tor Democracy Lucent
Jooks Inc., 1999,

Faber, Doris and Havold Faber. We the
People: The Story of the United States
Constiturion Since 1787 Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1987,

Feinberg, Barbara Silberdick. The
Articles of Confederation The First
Consurution of the Unite d States.
Twentv-First Century Books, 2002,

Freediman, Russell. Give A Liberty!
The storv of the Declaraizon of
Independence. Holidav Fouse, 2000.

Jatte, Steven H. Who Were Jie Founding
Fathers? Two Hundred Years of
Retnventing American 1story.
Henry Holt and Co., 199,

Kassinger, Ruth, (1.5 Censie. A Mirror
of America. Raintree Steck-Vaughn
Publishers, 2000.
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Kl hathleen. A Nd s Guide (o
Americd’s Bud of Kighus: Cuitens,
Yoand

William Morrow & Co., 1999,

Mackintosh, Barrv, 71e National
Park Service. Chelsea Houose
ublishers, 1988,

Torricelli. Robert, and Andrew
Carrell, eds, I Our OQuwn Words:
txvaordmary Specches ot the
American Cenarry, Kodansha
International, 1999,

Weber, Michael. The Young Re
Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publishers,
2000.

ihhe.

son, Richard Guy, ed. A Cuude 1o
Popudar U.S. Landmarks as Listed
in the National Registny of Historle
Places. Franklin Watts [ne., 2003,

Zeinert, Karen. lree Speecle: From
Newspapers (o Music Lyrics.
Enslow Publishers, 1995,

Organizations and
Web Sites

American Civil Liberties Union
125 Broad st., 18th Floor

New York, NY 10004

Telephone: 212-549-2549

Web site: hup: www.achiorg
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Photo Credits

©Comstock Inc. 2002—pages 4 (background), 6, 9, 10
(background), and 21

©Photos.com—pages 3, 23, 32, 41, 45 (both), and 48 (right)

All other photos not mentioned above are the property of the
Boy Scouts of America.

Randy Piland—cover; pages 24 (foreground), 38, 42 (both),
and 48 (left)
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