











Natural Resources

What is above and what's under the surface of a country make
a difference in how well the people there live. Nations depend
on erergy and materials extracted from the environment. These
natural resources are the basic elements of economies.
If a country has abundant and available resources,
then it can use them to meet the population’s essential
needs and take the surplus to market for cash. Natural
resources are categorized as:

Inexhaustible sources of energy—sun, tides,
water, wind. These are continuously generated.
Their production cannot be reduced or exhausted
by mismanagement.

¢ Renewable resources—crops, fisheries, forests
soils. These resources are renewed, or regenerated,
by either environmental processes or biological
reproduction. Climate and terrain (the physical fea-
tures of the land) affect their abundance or scarcity.
Although these resources can be replaced, they
also can be depleted—used up—or destroyed
by mismanagement.

¢ Nonrenewable resources—fossil (uels (coal, petro-
leum, natural gas), industrial minerals (sand, lime-
stone, salt, sulfur, phosphate), land, metals (ores).
These are minerals and cannot be replenished.

It is possible to recycle metal resources, such as
iron and copper. However, coal, oil, and natural gas—
which supply 80 percent of the world’s energy—are
completely consumed when used. Because of the
importance of these resources, nations form strategic
alliances to use and protect then.

The quality and quantity of natural resources are unevenly
distributed around the world. Those countries with abundant
resources and the means to use them, like the United States and
Canada, have thrived. Most poor countries have scarce natural
resources and lack the means to use what they do have.
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Intangibles are
products that
cannot be seen

or touched.

Economic Activities Around the World

A nation’s place in the world order relates to the kinds of
activities that are the foundation of its economy. These
economic activities are classified into three sectors.

Primary Sector. This first level of economic activities is based
on exiracting raw materials from Earth’s surface. Primary sector
industries include agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining.
The majority of people working in third world countries are
involved in these labor-intensive activities.

Secondary Sector. Activities in this sector involve industries
that transform raw materials into finished goods—manufactur-
ing and construction.

Tertiary Sector. Industries in this sector produce intangibles,
also known as services. These include consumer-oriented ser-
vices such as retail trade, banking and investment services,
health care, communications, transportation, and nonprofit
organizations. Most of the economic activities in first world
countries occur in the tertiary sector.

If vou follow the lifecycle of a product, you will see that it
moves through the sectors in sequence. For example, workers in
the primary sector cut down trees. In the second sector, the
timber is turned into lumber at a mill, and then used to build
houses. In the tertiary sector, various services spin off from the
home construction industry: real estate practices, mortgage
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A second world nation, also called a
major developing country, is an industrial
country that is not as advanced or as prosper-
ous as a first world nation. This classification
is not used often as some nations are on the
verge of becoming first world nations, and
others are more like third world countries.
Examptes of second world nations include
countries that were part of the former Soviet
bloc, China, Mexico, and Algeria.

A third world nation, also called a
less-developed country, is a poor country
where high birth rates, poor health care, and
lack of education contribute to a low standard
of living. The economy is generally based on
a combination of agricultural and low-level
industrial activities. Third world nations
include Nicaragua, Kenya, Ethiopia, India, and

Residents of rural China, one of Indonesia. These countries depend on foreign
the world’s developing, orsecond  aid from first world nations to fund programs
world, nations that help develop and improve upon education

and technology.

In third world countries, the poor health standards contribute to
the low standard of living.
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In the United
States, the
president’s format
pronouncement
about foreign
policy issues

of crucial
importance is
often referred

to as a doctrine
(as in the Monroe

Doctrine).

A pluralistic
government
embraces
cultural diversity
and encourages
general
participation in

decision making.

Self-sufficiency, Independence, and Interdependence.
Nations establish foreign policy based on their beliefs about
whether they can survive on their own or need the help of
other nations. Governments and policymakers use one (or a
combination) of approaches.

¢ Isolationism: A nation turns inward, refusing to get involved
with the affairs of the rest of the world.

* Unilateralism: A nation makes one-sided decisions, relying
on its own resources and capabilities in pursuit of {oreign
policy objectives.

¢ Bilateralism or multilateralism: A nation coordinates delib-
erate actions with two or more countries to achieve certain
objectives, such as disarmament {reduction of weapons).

National interest is never static. Foreign policy shifts in
response to changes on domestic and international fronts.
Citizens living under an authoritarian government have little
say about relations with other nations. But in a pluralistic
society, many raise their voices. Individuals who make no
effort to inform themselves about global issues risk letting
special interest groups speak for them.

Good waorld citizens pay attention to the political debate
about international challenges, try to understand the
pros and cons of a broad or narrow foreign policy, and
advise their elected representatives how to vote on
their behalf.
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ICRC, Thierry Gassmann

A rogue nation

is a specific
government that
acts unpredictably
in pursuit of its
own goals—

to the point of
endangering
citizens in

other countries.

Foreign aid is the transfer of
money, goods, or services from
one nation to another for the
benefit of both nations.
Humanitarian assistance
includes acts of help—providing
temporary sheilter, food, medical
supplies—in response to natural
disasters, civil war, and the out-
break of a disease restricted to a
specific region, such as this food
distribution effort in Burundi.

National values are based on a nation’s traditional beliefs,
culture, religion, and historical experiences. Every nation has
an interest in protecting and promoting its way of life. America
spreads its national values—a blend of diverse immigrant
values and democratic principles—through foreign aid and
humanitarian assistance.

International Relations

The United States, like most other democratic countries, has
an open society. People, money, ideas, and products move
casily across borders with little interference. That encourages
international trade and tourism, cultural exchanges, and educa-
tional opportunities.

International terrorists, however, have exploited the
strengths of an open society—freedoms, mobility, and trust—
to further their causes. Physical borders are becoming meaning-
less—just linnes on a map. In fact, borders are disappearing as
computer hackers attack governments and multinational com-
panies in cyberspace, rogue nations threaten to launch long-
range nuclear missiles, and radicals wage biological warfare
through the mail.

Today, neither advantageous geographical position nor
great military strength can ensure national security. Events
and conditions within and across borders affect other countries
and regions, threatening the stability and favorable balance of
nations. These transnational problems cannot be resolved by
any one nation, but require international cooperation.
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Other governments have a particular form on paper but
act differently. They may claim to be a democracy because
certain democratic processes such as elections are in place.
Yet, these elections are not always free and fair. The People’s
Republic of China calls itself a republic, but only members of
the Chinese Communist Party are allowed to run for office.
In fact, the Party is the government, controlling all media
and monitoring citizens' use of the Internet.

Many governments around the world are in a state of
transition. Certain nations formerly ruled by absolute mon-
archs or dictators have made efforts to become democracies
or republics. Some have a caretaker, or temporary, government
while the nation is in the process of creating a constitution
and electing new leaders. Others are collapsing as rival
factions wage civil wars.
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You can learn
more about the
U.S. government
by reading the
Citizenship in the
Community and
Citizenship in the

Nation merit

badge pamphlets.

1Sy

Relationship Between Executive and
Legislative Branches

A presidential government is based on the separation of
powers between the executive and legislative branches. The
branches are independent of each other and coequal. The chief
executive (president) is elected apart from the legislature for a
definite term of office and has broad powers not subject to the
direct control of the legislature. The United States invented this
form of government.

In a parliamentary govemment, the exccutive chief and
cabinet (the executive branch) are themselves members of the
legislative branch {parliament). The leader of the majority party
in parliament is chosen by the legislative members to be the
prime minister (also called chancellor or premier). Under this
system, the executive branch is subject to the direct control of
the legislative branch.

Variations of these relationships are
called mixed presidential/parliamentary
governments.

Some governments have similar forms
but act differently. India and the United
States are both called federal republics.
However, India's president, the head of
state, is chosen by elected members of par-
liament and state legislative assemblies.
The prime minister holds the real power
and is accountable to parliament. The U.S,
president is elected by the people (through
an electoral college) and is not directly
responsible to the legislative branch. Both
Saudi Arabia and Japan have monarchies,
but the Saudi Arabian ruler has absolute
power and is ultimately responsible to no
one. Japan has an emperor and a constitu-
tion. The monarch is a ceremonial head of
state with no political power.
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Nonconstitutional Governments

Even though a nation may call itself a “democratic
republic,” this does not mean that the actual govern-
ment in practice is constitutional. This is the case with
the Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea, where
Kim Jong Il rules as a Communist dictator. Fidel Castro
has a similar role in Communist Cuba, where the only
political party is the Partido Comunista de Cuba {Cuban
Communist Party). Nonconstitutional governments also
exist in nations such as Saudi Arabia, which is run by
an absolute monarchy.
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Constitutional Governments

Most constitutional governments in the world today are
representative democracies, such as the Taiwanese and
Ethiopian governments. Taiwan has an elected president,
a unicameral (one-house) legislature, and four main
political parties. The Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia has been an independent nation for at least
2,000 years. Its government consists of an elected
president, a bicameral {two-house} parliament, and
several political parties. Some governments that were
once nonconstitutional and ruled by absolute monarchs
are now constitutional monarchies. In the United
Kingdom, for example, the queen is primarily a figure-
head, and the real political power lies with the bicameral
parliament and the prime minister.
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A theocracy is a
government ruled
by one or more
religious leaders
who believe they
have divine
authority. A junta
(pronounced
HOON-ta) is a
group of
persons—often

a military leader
backed by the
nation’s armed
forces—who
control a
government after
seizing power. An
emir is the ruler of

an Islamic nation.

Often, people interchange certain terms such as democ-
racy and republic to describe a specific form of govern-
ment, even though the words have different meanings.
Democracy means “power of the people,” or “govern-
ment of, by, and for the people.” Generally, it refers to
the fact that the citizens—not the rulers or leaders—
hold the sovereign power. Democracy depends on
majority rule.

A direct democracy is rule by the majority of citi-
zens, which only works on a small scale. For example,
eligible citizens vote on local issues in mass meetings
and the people’s will becomes public policy. At the
national level, however, a direct democracy is impracti-
cal because every eligible voter would have the right
(and responsibility) to vote on every issue, from widen-
ing a highway to changing the structure of a national
health care system. In a representative democracy, the
people’s will is expressed indirectly through elected
representatives, with the will of the majority controlling
public policy.

The framers of the U.S. Constitution wanted to
make sure that the will of the majority would never
oppress the rights of the individual citizen or minority.
To restrain the excesses of democracy, the founding
fathers structured a republic—a form of representative
government that guarantees the protection of the indi-
vidual’'s God-given “unalienable rights” and freedoms
by limiting the power of majority rule. As a citizen
and a Scout, you “pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the republic for which
it stands. ..
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stand a nation’s relationship to other nations, as well as its
citizens’ relationship to one another. Then we must cooperate
for the good of all.

The United Nations and other international organizations
track information about how countries care for their citizens. In
a rich nation where the wealth is not concentrated in the hands
of a few, citizens can expect to live a long and healthy life, get
educated, exercise equal rights under the law, and access
resources needed for a decent standard of living.

In poor countries, citizens tend to die younger due to
malnutrition, preventable diseases, and civil war. The people
have little access to good health care, safe drinking water,
education, paved roads, electricity, and communication with
the world beyond their villages.

Gross domestic product, or GDP, is the monetary value
of all final goods (such as cars, clothing, and houses)
and services (such as dog grooming, concert tickets,

and doctor visits) produced within a country in a specific
period of time. A large GDP per person generally indi-
cates a high standard of living and better quality of life.
Although GDP is considered the best measure of a
nation’s economic health, it doesn’t accurately reflect the
distribution of income among the country’s population.

When we judge how other nations respect or violate values
such as freedom, equality, justice, privacy, and human dignity,
we must judge our own national character as well. How well
do we deal with racism, sexism, and cultural bias inside and
outside our borders? Being a good world citizen requires speak-
ing out and taking action against violations of human rights.

Most democratic governments consider suffrage

{the right to vote) a right of citizenship. Many think
that participation in elections is a civic responsibility.
Some think it is a duty and make voting compulsory,
or required. Nonvoters may be penalized or fined.

Do you think forcing citizens to vote will yield election
results that reflect the will of the people?

CITIZENSHIP INTHE WORLD
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To apply for U.S. residency, an immigrant must complete the 1-485 form,
Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status, and submit
many required supporting documents.
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The Declaration of Independence is a unique contract
between citizens and government: ¥ . . Governments

are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed. . . ”

In a sense, a citizen’s duties are built into these rights
and freedoms. The right to a free trial, for example, obligates
U.S. citizens to serve on juries. The right to vote obligates them
to be informed about important issues and the candidates’
positions. Because the government rules with the consent of
the citizens, Americans must understand and exercise their
constitutional rights—or risk losing then.

N

In the United States, serving on a jury when called is a civic duty;
it is also one way that the right to a free trial is protected.

Permanent Residence

U.S. citizens live in an open society where it is safe to think out
loud. We freely express our opinions, exchange ideas, and even
disagree in public. But in some nations, people are not allowed
10 do so.

Modern communications such as electronic mail and global
broadcasing have advanced the spread of American popular
culture. Through advertising, music, and movies shown world-
wide, as well as humanitarian outreach efforts and international
trade, people in most countries no longer have to depend on
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The difference is that many people outside the United
States are not allowed to exercise their natural rights. Today the
world is connected through communications networks on the
ocean floor, on the ground, in outer space, and in cyberspace.
The Internet and television allow people all over the globe to
get information previously inaccessible. We can now see wars
fought in real time. We talk online in chat rooms full of people
who share specific interests, yet live in different countries.

We watch breaking news and live performances on TV.

People tend to interpret the impact of international events
from their own cultural or national perspective. But as global
trade increases, as nations form regional economic and military
alliances, and as activists point out human rights abuses and
environmental damage, citizens and governments worldwide
must recognize that we are living interdependently. The easy
access to instant information makes the world a smaller place
and challenges our views about other nations. What we do and
don’t do affects the world, and the world affects us.

As you earn the Citizenship in the World merit badge,
you will discover that you are already a citizen of the world.
How good a citizen you are depends on your willingness to
understand and appreciate the values, traditions, and concerns
of people in other countries—in our world.
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5. Do the following:

a. Discuss the differences between constitutional and
nonconstitutional governments.

b. Name at least five different types of governments
currently in power in the world.

¢. Show on a world map countries that use each of these
five different forms of government.
6. Do the following:

a. Explain how a government is represented abroad and
how the United States government is accredited to
international organizations.

b. Describe the roles of the following in the conduct of
{oreign relations.

(1) Ambassador
(2} Consul
(3) Bureau of International Information Programs
{4) Agency for International Development
(5) United States and Foreign Commercial Service
c. Explain the purpose of a passport and visa for interna-
tional travel.
7. Do TWO of the following {with your parent’s permission)
and share with your counselor what you have learned:

a. Visit the Web site of the U.S. State Department.
Learn more about an issue you find interesting that
1s discussed on this Web site.

b. Visit the Web site of an international news organization
or foreign government, OR examine a foreign newspaper
available at your local library, bookstore, or newsstand.
Find a news story about a human right realized in the
United States that is not recognized in another country.

¢. Visit with a student or Scout from another country and
discuss the typical values, holidays, ethnic foods, and
traditions practiced or enjoyed there.

d. Attend a world Scout jamboree.

e. Participate in or attend an international event in your
area, such as an ethnic festival, concert, or play.
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Requirements

1. Explain what citizenship in the world means to you and
what you think it takes to be a good world citizen.

2. Explain how one becomes a citizen in the United States, and
explain the rights, duties, and obligations of U.S. citizenship.
Discuss the similarities and differences between the rights,
duties, and obligations of U.S. citizens and the citizens of
two other countries.

3. Do the following:

a. Pick a current world event. In relation to this current
event, discuss with your counselor how a country’s
national interest and its relationship with other countries
might affect areas such as its security, its economy, its
values, and the health of its citizens.

b. Select a foreign country and discuss with your counselor
how its geography, natural resources, and climate
influence its economy and its global partnerships
with other countries.

4, Do TWO of the following:

a. Explain international law and how it differs from national
law. Explain the role of international law and how inter-
national law can be used as a tool for conflict resolution.
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