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ARCHAEOLOGY

If veu ask a dozen professional archaeologists why
they chose their career, vou'll probably get a dozen different
answers. Archaeologists follow their own interests, One reason
that mary people find this an appealing profession is that it lets
them satsfy their curiosity about a vanished culture, a remote
area, a period in history, or some intriguing aspect of the
hunan rast. One trait that is common to all archaeologists is
curiosity—a strong curiosity about the lost cultures and ancient
ways of ife that helped to shape the world we live in today.

Education and Training Required

The education and (raining you will need to become a profes-
sional archaeologist depend on what kind of archaeology you
want to do. To work as a field archaeologist and o do basic
laboratory studies, you must have at least a bachelor of arts
or a bachelor of science degree with a major in anthropology.

The anthropology departments of universities in the
United States usually include archacology as one of four
subdisciplines. The other three are physical anthropology,
cultural anthropology, and linguistics. Few universities have
separate archaeology departments.

A major in anthropology requires courses in all four of the
subdisciplines. The courses required for the bachelor’'s degree
often include introductory anthropology and broad, general sur-
vey courses in physical anthropology {biological variation and
adaptation in humans) and linguistics (human speech and lan-
guage). There will also be courses in cultural anthropology
(human cultures and customs}. Courses in archaeology usuatly
focus on specific areas of the world like North America or Asia,
on types of human behavior such as social organization or reli-
gion, or on facets of the field such as nautical, classical, or his-
torical archaeology.

Students of archaeology study a variety of subiects, includ-
ing many sciences. The scientific analysis of sites and artifacts
requires a knowledge of geology, paleontology, physics. chemis-
try, botany, zoology. and statistics.

Interdisciplinary programs that combine archaeology with
various other fields of study are common. Students who wish to
study ancient civilizations or historical archaeology, for example,
will probably have courses in art. architecture, classics. history,
ancient and modern languages. theology. and folklore.

7



£/ ADO103VHOUY

‘uoijewsoyul

puiy noA djay

o} ueueigy €

yse pue AJelqi|
|B20] INOA NSIA
"8|qe[ieAe SI 1By}
|e 40 8oepuns ayy
$8Y01810S Ajaleq
18!] 8Y31Inq ‘sapn
papuawwwosl
aWwos Sisy
18|ydwed sy} jo
pus 8y} 1e U0IAS
$82In0sal 8y
‘ABojoseya.e Jnoge
sauizefew pue
$)00q 1U3}|aIxX3
Auew aney
Saueiqy 1ISON

‘Ajapim peay

'$15:30]0aP DIV [PUOISSIJO1] JO J9ISI3aY oYi AQ UONPIYILID 0]
papasu 1uawaImbal wnunutw 3y st aouanadxa Alojeioqe] pue
PI9Y 10 IP3A B PUP S1SAY) B 1M 93189p §,191SPW Y "YIIPasal [PUl
-3L10 $,JUapnIs a1 JO S}Nsa1 ) Sluasaid 1eyy S15ay72 Ualilim e ared
-a1d 03 1apmis ) sainbail Afjensn 93139p s,191sPW B JUIUIEY
"3210 [e2130]
3} ag pnom ysiuedg ‘sjdurexa 10J ‘BILIAUIY [INOS Ul IIP3sal
op 01 uefd NOA J1 "yoieasal aminy INoA ur (njdpRYy aq [[Im 1ey)
agenduey e as00Ud pnoys nox -adengdup[ uSIaI0] SUO ISP P
peal 0} 3[qe aq 0) syuapnis aimnbai swieidosd s, 191seW JSOW
‘Bunum orydA8orary
uo SIeuIWas 10 sanbruyosl unep ur sasInod se Yons ‘$asinod
pazienads ‘pasueApe 9¥e) APUIL SJUSPNIS JIENPEID "33IZIP §,10]
-9dBq JY) pUOAS(q HI0MISINOI JO SIESA 0M) O) SUO INOJE SINE)
[21YM ‘92189P AIUSIIS JO 19)SBU 10 SHIP JO I3ISBW B ST 181y 3],
"A3oj0aeyoie ur Suruiel) 31enpeid Jo S[aAJ] Om] aIe 3IIY],
"33139p arenpeid e annbai suonisod Alosialadng ‘[o1
Al10s1a13dNs e 0)UT SAOUI 0} NOA MO[[P 1,UOM 1T ‘MAID P[aY [ed130]0
-9BDIe UP UO }10M O) NOA AJI[EnD [1m 93133p $,1019ydeq © aIym

Apnig ajenpeln

'$)00q A101S1Y oY) ur Ipadde 194 1,uop Aay) 1eY) JUIDAI OS ale
spuy 3unioxs AUBN 'SILIDA0ISIP MaU Inoqge $a[J1LIE uIZedew
pue Jadedsmau jo yooqde1ds e dagy 01 papt pood e s,1]
"syueid 1oy s1sanbar unum pue ‘syiodal
piay pue s1aded yoreasar Sunpoid ut diay s 3upysignd
dopysap pue ‘soiyded soindwod ‘Bussadord piom ‘Bunum ul
$3s1n0) "ydaads pue ysydug ur urpunoi8 pood e paau [|,N0A 0s
‘15130103PDIP UP O} [P)IA 1P S{[D{S UOLEIIUNUWIU0D SU0NS "Upd
NoA sassed adendue| pue ‘A101s1 ‘90U3S Y] 1o [[p Junyel Aq
310MmasINod 38a(j0d 1noA 10] aredald 01 mou u1daq Ued NOZ
"TOA 10} 1931ed 3yl st AB0JoaryDIe JI INO puy 0] Os[e
pue 's311s [eJ180]03RYIIP JUSWINDOP PUP A1EABIX3 Apadold o1
MOY UIedf 0) Aem 153q a4} aplaoid sjooyds piay 1ed130j0seyd1y
‘(499)unjoa e se Buneddnied 10 [00yds p[ay [B2130]09PYIIE
ue ul lswwns e uipusads Aq paurelqo Ajjensn) palmbal uaijo
SI 92uar1adxa snolaald 1S130]03PYDIe p[ay © SP YIoM O,
‘(youal] pue
‘upuLIdn ‘une] 210 ‘odurexa 10j) safendue| ulapouwr pue
1USIDUP [PI3AS BUIUIPI] UISaq 0) BapI PoO8 B ST I ‘SUOLIPZI|IALD
[EJISSE[D PUE JUIIDUE UI P3lsalalul SJUIpnIs 104 "A10IS1y 1o
ASojodoyiue ur ofewr A[fensn s1SIS0[03RYIIE [BILOISIH



Most foreign

governments wi
issue excavation
permits only to
archaeologists
with a Ph.0.
degree. This
means that
opportunities

to direct field
projects outside
the United States
are limited to
professional
archaeologists
with a doctoral

degree.
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A master’s degree would qualify you to direct field crews
and is encugh for many government iobs in archaeology. It is
also sufficient to work for a private company, to teach in a
communizy college, and to work for some museums,

The second graduate degree is the doctoral degree, which
is required to teach in a four-year college or university or to
work as ¢ curator in a museum. The Ph.D. degree requires two
10 three vears of courses beyond the master's. The student must
successfully prepare and defend a dissertation that contains
original research in the student’s chosen area of specialization.

The dissertation is normally a book-length document.
Researching and writing a dissertation shows that the student
is able te pursue scientific inquiry by choosing a particular
problem and solving it logically through field research or
laboratory work.

Some graduate programs ofler streamlined tracks for
students with a bachelor’s degree so that they werk directly
toward a Ph.D). Other programs require a master’s degrece first.

Nearly a thousand years ago, Leif Eriksson led Viking explorers to
the eastern coast of North America. At a Viking settlement site at
L'Anseaux-Meadows, Newfoundland, Canada, this Viking-built
structure from the year 1000 has been reconstructed.
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State and Federal Government Positions. Federal and
state laws that protect the environment include protection for
importan: archaeological sites. As a result, the government is
involved in managing archaeological sites on federal and state
lands such as parks and forests.

Not surprisingly, therefore, the federal government employs
many archaeologists. The USDA Forest Service, National Park
Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers all have archaeologists. Most government positions
require a master’s degree.

Many archaeologists also work for state government agen-
cies. Every state has a state historic preservation office with one
or more archaeologists on staff. In addition, archaeologists work
in state parks departments, highway departments, and water
resource departments. Some cities also hire archaeologists to
be responsible for local archaeological sites.

Construction projects often require archaeological surveys
to locate prehistaric or historic sites. If sites are found, deci-
sions must be made about excavating some or all of the sites
before construction begins. Federal and state archaeologists are
involved in making those decisions and supervising the archae-
ologists who do the work. This kind of archaeology is called
cultural resources management (CRM).

ok o) v

Among the Mayan ruins at Uxmal, Yucatan, Mexico, is the Pyramid of the Magician.
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Aerial photography and satellites may come to play an
even bigger role in locating and investigating sites than
they do now. Archaeologists in the future may use
photographs taken from aircraft, satellites, and other
remote-sensing techniques, including radar scans and
magnetic detection, to study sites without actually
excavating them or coliecting artifacts. Scientists call
this nondestructive archaeology.

Aerial photographs from satellites may help future
archaeologists locate and study sites in remote parts of the
world. This is a radar image of the region around the site of
the lost city of Ubar in southem Oman, on the Arabian
Peninsula. The ancient city was discovered in 1992 with the
aid of remote sensing data. This image was taken by a
spaceborne radar on board the space shuttle Endeavour.
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Archaeology Resources

Scouting Literature

American Cultures, American Heritage,
Archery, Architecture, Art, Astronomy,
Basketry, Chemistry, Genealogy, Geology,
Indian Lore, Leatherwork, Metalwork,
Pioneering, Pottery, Sculpture, Surveying,
Textile, and Wood Carving merit

badge pamphlets

Books

Archaeological Institute of America.
Archaeological Fieldwork
Opportunities Bulletin. David Brown
Book Company (P.O. Box 511,
Oakville, CT 06779; toll-free tele-
phone 800-791-9354; Web site
hittp://www.oxbowbooks.com).

Barnes, Trevor. Archaeology. Houghton
Mifflin, 2004.

Bush, B. Jane. If Rocks Could Talk.
Dale Seymour, 2001.

Constable, Nick. The World Atlas
of Archaeology. Globe Pequot
Press, 2000.

Deetz, James. In Small Things

Forgotten. An Archaeology of Early
American Life. Knopf, 1996.
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Devereux, Paul. Archacology: The Study
of Our Past. Gareth Stevens, 2002.

Dubowski, Cathy East, and Mark
Dubowski. Ice Mummy: The
Discovery of a 5,000-Year-Old Man.
Random House, 1998.

Fagan, Brian M. Archaeologists:
Explorers of the Human Past.
Oxford University Press, 2003.

——. The Great Journey: The Peopling
of Ancient America. University Press
of Florida, 2004.

——— Time Detectives: How
Archaeologists Use Technology to
Recapture the Past. Simon &
Schuster, 1996.

Folsom, Franklin, and Mary Elting
Folsom. America’s Ancient
Treasures. University of New Mexico
Press, 1993.

Giblin, James Cross. Secrets of the
Sphinx. Scholastic, 2004.

Greenberg, Lorna, and Margot F. Horwitz.
Digging Into the Past: Pioneers of
Archeology. Scholastic, 2001.
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Multimedia

Abler, Wayne. Mounds of the Upper
Mississippi Valley. VHS wvideo.
Mississippi Valley Archaeology
Center, 1997.

The Archaeological Detective CD-ROM.
Micro-Intel Inc., 1997,

Archacology: Revealing Our History.
VHS video. Colonial Wilhamsburg
Foundation, 2002.

Bullock, Tom, and Andy Burnham.
Stone Circles and Stone Rows:
Photographic Tours. CD-ROM.
Megalithic.co.uk, 2004.

Davis Jr., R. P. Stephen; Patrick C.
Livingood; H. Trawick Ward; and
Vincas P. Steponaitis, editors.
Excavating Occancechi Town:
Archacology of an Eighteenth-Century
Indian Village in North Carolina.
CD-ROM and booklet. University
of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Fox Jr., Richard A. Archaeology, History,
and Custer's Last Battle. VHS video.
University of Oklahoma Press, 1995.

Scientific American. Exploring Ancitent
Cities. CD-ROM. W H Freeman, 1994.

Sept, Jeanne M. [nvestigating Olduvai:
Archacology of Human Origins.
CD-ROM. Indiana University
Press, 1997.
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Organizations and Web Sites

American Anthropological
Association
Archaeology Di
2200 Wilson Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22201

Telephone: 703-528-1902

Web site: http:  wuww.aaanet.org

ion, Suite 600

Archaeological Conservancy

5301 Central Ave. NE, Suite 1218
Albuquerque, NM 87108-1517
Telephone: 505-2606- 1540

Web site:
hetp://wune.americanarchacology.com

Archaeological Institute of America
Boston University

656 Beacon St., Fourth Floor

Boston, MA 02215-2006

Telephone: 617-353-9361

Web site: hutp://anw.archacological.org

Center for American Archeology

P.O. Box 366

Kampsville, IL 62053

Telephone: 618-653-4316

Web site: hutp://wune.cad-archeology.org

Center for the Study of

the First Americans

Department of Anthropology

Texas A&M University

College Station, TX 77543-4352
Telephone: 979-845-40406

Web site:
hetp://wunv.centerfirstamericans.com
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