























THE NEWS ANALYSIS OR BACKGROUNDER

Newspapers or broadcast stations will sometimes clarify a
complex news story with a news analysis, or backgrounder.
In this special type of article or broadcast segment, a reporter
who may have been covering the story for weeks or months
steps back to explain current events by putting them into a
broader context, explaining how a situation got to be where it
is now. Examples might be an analysis of why test scores in
local schools have plummeted in recent years or how proposed
zoning changes might affect the downtown area. In this way
the reporter interprets the news, sifting through months of
reports to show readers which facts are most pertinent. This
type of article, since it involves the reporter’'s opinions as
well as facts, usually is clearly labeled as analysis.

Columnist George Will is a profes-
sional arguer. His job, he says, is to
“make arguments.” Twice a week he
picks an important topic out of the
news—it might involve politics, educa-
tion, popular culture, you name it—
and writes his opinion about it. His
columns appear on the op-ed page in
the Washington Post and are syndi-
cated to almost 500 other newspapers
around the United States and Europe.
“A columnist’s job is not to tell
people what to think but to provoke
them to think,” Will says. “News arti-
cles present the facts of the story in
the news pages of the paper.
Columnists like me, with various
points of view, hold those facts up
to the bright light of opinion and cause people to decide for themselves
what they think. As columnists, we're paid to make arguments.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

News media are open to the opinions of their readers and lis-
teners. Cnline forums on media Web sites, guest editorial col-
umuns, and the letters to the editor section of the newspaper
provide excellent opportunities to practice editorial journalism.
Try vour hand at it. Write a letter to the editor of vour
newsparer, or a guest editorial for vour radio or TV station.
Express vour opinion about global warming, school funding,
wilderness preservation, political candidates, or other issues
about which you feel strongly. You might be surprised at the
reaction vou get. Many editors are delighted and surprised to
hear from younger readers, and might be more inclined to give

more space to a letter from a citizen younger than those they
usually near fron.

Here's one example.
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Let's return for a moment to the opening of the Maple Hills skate park.
Frank Brown’s editor sent a photographer to the opening ceremony with
him. The photographer shot a lot of pictures there: the mayor speaking,
skaters trying out the ramps for the first time, the mayor conversing with
members of the civic association, an accomplished skateboarder doing
a stunt.

Should you ask permission to take a stranger’s picture? It is polite
to do so but not always possible. If your subject is clearly involved in a
newsworthy event, such as a traffic accident or fire, you can take pictures
without legally invading anyone’s privacy. But for a feature story that is
clearly not breaking news, you should be more respectful of people’s
privacy and talk to them about your story before asking to shoot pictures.
If you are taking photographs to be used commercially—in an advertise-
ment, for example—the subjects must give their approval and usually
must sign a model release form.
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Digital video cameras have dropped dramatically in price, making it more
affordable to try videography. Footage can be loaded into a computer,
edited with voice-overs and text labels, then burned to a DVD. You can
create short news programs at home that might be of acceptable quality
for use by a local public access cable channel. Be sure that your video
tells an actual story —say, of your troop’s 100-mile bike ride—and that it
is presented in a news style.

Pictures Need Words

A picture mav be worth a thousand words, but every picture
still needs a few words of explanation. This information, printed
on or rear a photograph, is called a cutline in newspapers and
a caption in magazines. Whatever vou call them, they are very
important. They are often the first {(and sometimes the only)
part of the article that gets read. Here are some tips for writing
good captions and cutlines,
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esaved JERLIE magazines—like The New
..__“.um.w..»_".ﬂ . Yorker and Bovs’ Life—expect a
0!

Truck Fire! collection of slice-of-life cartoons

RIS

oo with every issue. These cartoons
* often give a periodical more
e . ; ©appeal. What would Bovs® Life
he scs,._u_ﬁ. |y

be without “A True Story of
Scouts in Action™?

Besides artists, journalism
also needs graphic designers,
the people whao assign the art-
work to be created and who
lay out the artcles, finding
just the right arrangement

of text, display type, photo-
graphs, white (or blank|
space, and illustration. On
magazines, the director of
design is among the top
positions on the editorial
staff, because the visual
impact of the publication
I8 50 Important,
Graphic design gives
a publication or Web site an identity, a person-
ality that readers assoctate with that publication alone. Compare,
for example, the screaming headlines and the startling photo-
graphs i the Natronal Enquirer with the much more conserva-
tive fook of the New York Tines, which uses more dignified
photographs and more thoughttul headlines. Even without read-
ing the articles, yvou know trom the look alone that the Natonal
Enquarer is going to be lurid and sensational, while the New
York Tenes is going to be reasonable and informative,

Den't overlook the importance of oypograpiny or the style

ol tvpe. to a publication’s design. ‘Typography helps convey a
publication’s personality Designers speak ot families of type-
taces, such as Times New Roman or Bookman Old stvle.
Within cach family are sets of tongs, or all of the characters
(letters, numbers, punctuation, svmbols) in a particular size
and stvle of type. Times New Roman. 12 point, italic, is one
font w:thin the Times New Roman type family.
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Above all. journalists should be good communicators.
An abilty to write well is at the heart of many of the positions
Whenever you in jourralism. Even as a print journalist you should be able to
speak well, because news is often gathered orally—over the
phone or in person.

use the Internet,

be sure you have
Preparation for a Career

In journalism, hands-on learning such as through an internship
can give you the upper hand. With recent advances mn technol
advance. ogy, never before has it been easier to try your hand at being a
journalist. Anyone with a computer, some basic software, and
an Internet connection can do a grassroots form of journalism.

your parent’s

permission in

e Write or contribute to blogs. or post messages about current
events at newspapers’ reader forums.

* Design and write an online magazine (“Webzine”)

* Create a newsletter and e-mail it to your readers as an attach-
ment, rather than paying the postage to send hard copies
through the mail.

® Podcast your own radio-style show as an audio file on your
computer and then distribute it to listeners over the Internet.
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One of the best ways to get into journalism is by
studying it in college. In high school, take as many

English, history, social science, and science classes as
possible. If your school has journalism courses, take
them and also get involved with your school paper.

Online reporter and editor
Tim Richardson is creating the
future of journalism. As the
assistant director of new
media for the online edition
of the Naples Daily News in
Florida, his responsibility is to
reach the people who aren’t
reading the print edition. He
does it by posting a wealth of
information on the newspa-
per’s Web site: Not only all the
stories that appear in print, but also enhanced news
features such as audio and video files, blogs, reader
forums, opinion polls, photo galleries, scanned docu-
ments, story archives, and multimedia special sections.
Like most local news operations, naplesnews.com
focuses on local news, not national or international
coverage. "We don't try to compete with CNN, Fox
News, or the New York Times Web sites,” he says.
“We're hyper-local in our focus. People won't find out
what happened at the county commission meeting this
morning anywhere else but on naplesnews.com.”
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Progressing in Journalism

How do you work your way up in journalism? You can travel
various routes, depending upon interests and opportunities.
One route is to go up the management ladder; another is to
become a specialist. A third route is a combination of the two.

A tvpical progression if you began as a college intern at a
newspaper might lead to an entry-level position as an editorial
assistant and cub reporter. You might then advance to general
assignment reporter. If you chose the management ladder, you
could seek editing assignments and then progress to assistant city
editor, city editor, national editor, sports editor, features editor,
or editorial page editor, and a few years as a copy editor. You
might someday become managing editor or editor in chief.

The only position above that would be the publisher or
owner of the newspaper.

An entry-level employee at a magazine would start as
editorial assistant, then assistant editor, associate editor, senior
editor, and then, perhaps, managing editor. Upper-level posi-
tions include executive cditor, deputy editor, and editor in chief.
Because of the trend toward special-interest magazines, the pro-
fession provides opportunities to become an established author-
ity in a wide range of subjects.

In broadcast journalism, opportunities to specialize are
more limited than in the print media. The broadcast news
reporter can rise through the management ranks to become
the anchor (or on-the-air announcer of newsj, news director,
or general manager. Or, a reporter can specialize in an area
of broadcast news coverage, such as government and politics,
sports, weather, entertainment, or other fields.

The Rewards of Journalism

Most journalists don’t get rich, but salaries in the field have
improved in recent decades. The marketplace determines salary
levels. If your skills, or vour specialty, are in great demand, you
will get paid more. As a general rule, news outlets with larger
readerships or audiences will pay more than those with smaller
audiences. Journalists with large national audiences, such net-
work TV anchors or syndicated columnists, can make very
high incomes indeed.
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Journalism Resources

Scouting Literature
Cinemnatography, Conununications,
Computers, Graphic Arts, Law,
Photography, Public Speaking, Radio,
and Theater merit badge pamphlets

Books

Brooks, Brian S., James L. Pinson, and
Jack 7. Sissors. The Art of Editing,
Sth ed. Allyn & Bacon, 2005.

Cappon, Rene 1. The Associcted Press
Guide to News Writing, 2nd ed.
Associated Press, 1991,

Craig, Steve. Sports Writing.

A Beginner's Guide. Discover
Writing Press, 2002,

lerguson, Donald L. Opporcanities
m Journalisin Careers.
McGraw-Hitl, 2001,

Foust, James C. Online Jouralism.
Principles and Practices of News for
the Web. Holcomb Hathawav, 2005.

Gibbs, Chervl K., and Tom Warhover.
Getting the Whole Story: Reporting
and Writing the News. Guilford
Press, 2002.

Gillmor, Dan. We the Media- Grassroots
Journalistie by thwe People. for the
People. O Reilly, 2004.
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Goldberg, Jan. Careers in
Journalism. McGraw-Hill,
3rd edition, 2005.

Gormly, Lric K. Writing and
Producing Television News.
Blackwell Pub., 2004.

Hewitt, Hugh. Blog: Understanding
the Information Reformation That's
Changing Your World. Nelson
Business, 2005.

Hohenberg, John. Foreign
Correspondence: The Great Reporters
and Their Times. Syracuse
University Press, 1995.

Kalbfeld, Brad. Associated Press
Broadcast News Handbook.
McGraw-Hill, 2001.

Sloan, W. David (editor)
American lournalism. History,
Principles, Practices. McFarland
& Companv, 2002.

Organizations and Web Sites
American Society of Journalists
and Authors

1501 Broadwayv, Suite 302

New York, NY 10036

Web site: hutp:  wweasjia.org
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Photo and lllustration Credits

American Broadcasting Cos. \ABC),
courtesy—pages 70 (top) and 77
Chicago Sun-Times, courtesy—page 40
©Photos.com—cover (satellite); pages 6

(alfl), 7,10, 12, 15, 17 (al’), 18, 19,
24, 25, 29, 30, 33, 37,46.47, 49
(background), 52, 61, 62 both),
64, 71, and 72
Tim Richardson, courtesy—page 74
Pete Souza, courtesy—page 05
Ultimate Symbol Inc., courtesy—
page 15

Scott Wallace, courtesy—page 34
Washington Post Writers Group,

courtesy—page 58
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Wikipedia.org/George H. Williams.
courtesy—page 9

XM Satellite Radio, courtesy—page 44

All other photos and illustrations not
mentioned above are the property of
or are protected by the Boy Scouts
of America.

Tom Copeland Jr.—pages 50 and 52
Mark Duncan—page 63

Daniel Giles—page 73
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Brian Payne—cover (top inset), pages
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Randy Piland—pages 16, 22, and
70 (bottom)
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